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Procedures for Admission to the Doctoral Program in Medicine and the Evaluation System

The admission process to the doctoral program of the Faculty of Natural Sciences and

Medicine of Ilia State University includes the following steps:

(1) Reception of documents;

(2) Confirmation of English language proficiency;

(3) Review and evaluation of the research application by the Sectoral Commission;

(4) Oral examination by the Sectoral Commission.

Information about admission will be posted on the website of Ilia State University

www.iliauni.edu.ge.

Information about the research interests of potential scientific supervisors of doctoral

students can be found at https://faculty.iliauni.edu.ge/sabunebismetghvelo-metsnierebebisa-

da-meditsinis-phakulteti/

1. Reception of documents
Those wishing to continue their studies at the doctoral level should send the documents

listed below to the email address application se@iliauni.edu.ge.

A candidate wishing to study at the doctoral level must submit the following documents:



a) a completed application form;
b) a document confirming identity;

c) a copy of a document confirming a master's degree or an equivalent academic degree” (the
correspondence of a five-year higher education diploma or a diploma confirming education
obtained abroad must be confirmed by the National Center for Educational Quality

Enhancement);
d) CV;
e) Electronic version of the 3X4 photograph;

f) Research application completed by the candidate and signed by their potential supervisor
(Appendix Ne 1) and consent of the potential scientific supervisor (Appendix Ne 2) (application
and consent forms are published on the university website, immediately after each admission

to the program is announced);

g) In case of using the resources of a partner organization, the organization's consent form,

signed by its representative;

h) Documents confirming research skills: in the field of the healthcare and biomedicine
previous thesis*/publication and/or at least 2 years experience (scientific research) and/or a
document confirming participation in scientific research projects and events. The document
confirming the 2 years of experience must describe the main duties, and the document
confirming participation in the events must confirm the applicant's participation in the event

through an oral or poster presentation.
i) International document confirming at least B2 level proficiency of English™ (if any);

j) Document confirming military registration (only for males);

2. Proof of English language proficiency at B2 level

" The Qualification of Medical Doctor.

" Valid certificates proving at least B2 level proficiency in English language: (TOEFL (P/B minimum 513 score;
I/BT minimum 75 score); IELTS (minimum 5); minimum FCE; minimum BEC Vantage; PTE (minimum General
level 3); PTE Academic (minimum 59p); minimum Michigan ECCE) or a relevant valid certificate issued by the
National Assessment and Examinations Center, which confirms the candidate's at least B2 level proficiency in
English language specified by the program or a diploma confirming the completion of an English-language
bachelor's or master's program (the recognition of a diploma confirming education obtained abroad must be
confirmed by the LEPL - National Center For Educational Quality Enhancement).



The candidates who need to prove their English language proficiency will be required to take
an internal university exam/test in English. The minimum score for the test is 51 points. The
candidates who fail to pass this threshold will lose their right to continue participating in the

competition.

The candidates who present a valid international certificate/document confirming their
English language proficiency™ will be exempted from the English language exam. The
candidates who present a diploma confirming completion of an English-language bachelor's or
master's program abroad (a document issued by the National Center For Educational Quality
Enhancement on the recognition of education obtained abroad - must be submitted with the
diploma) are also exempted from the exam. Also, those who present a diploma confirming the
completion of an English-language bachelor's or master's program in Georgia (the recognition
of a diploma confirming education obtained abroad must be confirmed by the LEPL - National

Center For Educational Quality Enhancement).

3. Review and evaluation of the research application by the Sectoral Commission
When applying to the doctoral program, candidates must submit a doctoral research
application (Appendix Ne 1) along with the documents submitted during registration, which
will be sent to the Sectoral Commission for review and evaluation. The research application

will be evaluated according to the rules specified in Appendix Ne 3.

The doctoral research application submitted by a doctoral program candidate is evaluated

according to the following criteria:

e Research topic/problem — to what extent the research topic/problem is clearly defined;
to what extent its relevance and feasibility is correctly, consistently and sufficiently
substantiated;

e Literature review — to what extent the review correctly reflects existing knowledge
about the research topic/problem, to what extent the review is consistent, to what extent
the sources are correctly selected, to what extenr the review sufficiently reflects the need
for creating new knowledge;

e Research objective — to what extent the research objective is based on the literature
review, to what extent the research objective is correctly and clearly formulated;

e Research question(s) and/or hypothesis — to what extent the research question(s) and/or
hypothesis correspond to the research objective, to what extent they are well and clearly

formulated;



e Methodology — to what extent the methodology is selected correctly, to what extent
the methodology is fully and clearly described, to what extent the project is technically
feasible;

e Language and style of the application — to what extent the argumentation and reasoning

are coherent, to what extent the standards of academic language and style are followed.

Each criterion of the doctoral research application is evaluated according to a five-point rating
scale. The points on the rating scale are arranged from the highest point (5 points - very good)
to the lowest point (0 points - unacceptable). The total rating score of the doctoral research
application will be calculated by the arithmetic average of the rating scores obtained in each
criterion. The maximum total rating score of the doctoral research application is 5, and the

minimum threshold is 3.

The minimum acceptable threshold for evaluating an application is 3 points. Applicants whose

application is evaluated with a score lower than 3 will be eliminated from the competition.

4. Oral Examination with the Sectoral Commission
At the final stage of admission to the doctoral program, the Sectoral Commission will hold an
oral examination for the doctoral candidates. The oral examination of a doctoral candidate is
evaluated according to 4 main components — field knowledge around the research topic,
presentation, research experience, and awareness of their own capabilities and research

limitations.

e During the oral examination, the candidate must present a ten-minute PP-presentation
on their submitted doctoral research application. The presentation will be evaluated on its
coherence and clarity of focus.

e After the presentation of the doctoral research application, a discussion will be held.
The discussion will cover the research topic/problem, literature review, research objective,
research question(s), scientific hypothesis, methodology, expected research results and
their impact, and awareness of one’s own capabilities and research limitations. The
discussion will assess the candidate’s ability to answer questions from the Sectoral
Commission members competently, in a reasoned and coherent manner.

e During the oral examination, the applicant’s research experience will be assessed based

on their achievements in previous research.



The oral exam will be evaluated according to the rules specified in Appendix Ne 4. The
minimum acceptable threshold for the oral exam is 3 points. Applicants who are evaluated

with a score lower than 3 will be eliminated from the competition.

The overall rating score of a doctoral candidate for admission to the program is determined by

the sum of the rating scores obtained in the research application and oral exam components.



Ilia State University
Faculty of Natural Sciences and Medicine

Doctoral Level

Public Health

Procedures for Admission to the Doctoral Program in Public Health and the Evaluation System

The admission process to the doctoral program of the Faculty of Natural Sciences and

Medicine of Ilia State University includes the following steps:

(1) Reception of documents;

(2) Confirmation of English language proficiency;

(3) Review and evaluation of the research application by the Sectoral Commission;

(4) Oral examination by the Sectoral Commission.

Information about admission will be posted on the website of Ilia State University

www.iliauni.edu.ge.

Information about the research interests of potential scientific supervisors of doctoral

students can be found at https://faculty.iliauni.edu.ge/sabunebismetghvelo-metsnierebebisa-

da-meditsinis-phakulteti/

5. Reception of documents
Those wishing to continue their studies at the doctoral level should send the documents

listed below to the email address application se@iliauni.edu.ge.

A candidate wishing to study at the doctoral level must submit the following documents:
a) a completed application form;

b) a document confirming identity;



c) a copy of a document confirming a master's degree or an equivalent academic degree” (the
correspondence of a five-year higher education diploma or a diploma confirming education
obtained abroad must be confirmed by the National Center for Educational Quality

Enhancement);

(d) At least 2 years of experience working in the healthcare field is required, confirmed by a letter of

recommendation from the employer/direct supervisor
e) CV;
f) Electronic version of the 3X4 photograph;

g) Research application completed by the candidate and signed by their potential supervisor
(Appendix Ne 1) and consent of the potential scientific supervisor (Appendix Ne 2) (application
and consent forms are published on the university website, immediately after each admission

to the program is announced);

h) In case of using the resources of a partner organization, the organization's consent form,

signed by its representative;

i) Documents confirming research skills: in the field of Public Health, Medicine, Natural
Sciences, Social Science, Economics and Management previous thesis*/publication and/or at
least 2 years of work experience (in scientific research) and/or a document confirming
participation in scientific research projects and events. The document confirming the 2 years
of experience must describe the main duties, and the document confirming participation in
the events must confirm the applicant's participation in the event through an oral or poster

presentation.
j) International document confirming at least B2 level proficiency of English™ (if any);

k) Document confirming military registration (only for males);

" Academic degree of Master or equal in Public Health, or in Medicine. Also, a person holding master’s degree or
equal in the fields of Natural Sciences, Social Science, Economics and Management is eligible.

" Valid certificates proving at least B2 level proficiency in English language: (TOEFL (P/B minimum 513 score;
I/BT minimum 75 score); IELTS (minimum 5); minimum FCE; minimum BEC Vantage; PTE (minimum General
level 3); PTE Academic (minimum 59p); minimum Michigan ECCE) or a relevant valid certificate issued by the
National Assessment and Examinations Center, which confirms the candidate's at least B2 level proficiency in
English language specified by the program or a diploma confirming the completion of an English-language
bachelor's or master's program (the recognition of a diploma confirming education obtained abroad must be
confirmed by the LEPL - National Center For Educational Quality Enhancement).



6. Proof of English language proficiency at B2 level
The candidates who need to prove their English language proficiency will be required to take
an internal university exam/test in English. The minimum score for the test is 51 points. The
candidates who fail to pass this threshold will lose their right to continue participating in the

competition.

The candidates who present a valid international certificate/document confirming their

*

English language proficiency™* will be exempted from the English language exam. The
candidates who present a diploma confirming completion of an English-language bachelor's or
master's program abroad (a document issued by the National Center For Educational Quality
Enhancement on the recognition of education obtained abroad - must be submitted with the
diploma) are also exempted from the exam. Also, those who present a diploma confirming the
completion of an English-language bachelor's or master's program in Georgia (the recognition
of a diploma confirming education obtained abroad must be confirmed by the LEPL - National

Center For Educational Quality Enhancement).

7. Review and evaluation of the research application by the Sectoral Commission
When applying to the doctoral program, candidates must submit a doctoral research
application (Appendix Ne 1) along with the documents submitted during registration, which
will be sent to the Sectoral Commission for review and evaluation. The research application

will be evaluated according to the rules specified in Appendix Ne 3.

The doctoral research application submitted by a doctoral program candidate is evaluated

according to the following criteria:

. Research topic/problem — to what extent the research topic/problem is clearly defined;
to what extent its relevance and feasibility is correctly, consistently and sufficiently
substantiated;

J Literature review — to what extent the review correctly reflects existing knowledge
about the research topic/problem, to what extent the review is consistent, to what extent the
sources are correctly selected, to what extenr the review sufficiently reflects the need for
creating new knowledge;

J Research objective — to what extent the research objective is based on the literature
review, to what extent the research objective is correctly and clearly formulated;

J Research question(s) and/or hypothesis — to what extent the research question(s) and/or

hypothesis correspond to the research objective, to what extent they are well and clearly



formulated;

J Methodology — to what extent the methodology is selected correctly, to what extent
the methodology is fully and clearly described, to what extent the project is technically
feasible;

J Language and style of the application — to what extent the argumentation and reasoning

are coherent, to what extent the standards of academic language and style are followed.

Each criterion of the doctoral research application is evaluated according to a five-point rating
scale. The points on the rating scale are arranged from the highest point (5 points - very good)
to the lowest point (0 points - unacceptable). The total rating score of the doctoral research
application will be calculated by the arithmetic average of the rating scores obtained in each
criterion. The maximum total rating score of the doctoral research application is 5, and the

minimum threshold is 3.

The minimum acceptable threshold for evaluating an application is 3 points. Applicants whose

application is evaluated with a score lower than 3 will be eliminated from the competition.

8. Oral Examination with the Sectoral Commission
At the final stage of admission to the doctoral program, the Sectoral Commission will hold an
oral examination for the doctoral candidates. The oral examination of a doctoral candidate is
evaluated according to 4 main components — field knowledge around the research topic,
presentation, research experience, and awareness of their own capabilities and research

limitations.

e During the oral examination, the candidate must present a ten-minute PP-presentation
on their submitted doctoral research application. The presentation will be evaluated on its
coherence and clarity of focus.

e After the presentation of the doctoral research application, a discussion will be held.
The discussion will cover the research topic/problem, literature review, research objective,
research question(s), scientific hypothesis, methodology, expected research results and
their impact, and awareness of one’s own capabilities and research limitations. The
discussion will assess the candidate’s ability to answer questions from the Sectoral
Commission members competently, in a reasoned and coherent manner.

e During the oral examination, the applicant’s research experience will be assessed based

on their achievements in previous research.



The oral exam will be evaluated according to the rules specified in Appendix Ne 4. The
minimum acceptable threshold for the oral exam is 3 points. Applicants who are evaluated

with a score lower than 3 will be eliminated from the competition.

The overall rating score of a doctoral candidate for admission to the program is determined by

the sum of the rating scores obtained in the research application and oral exam components.
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Ilia State University
Faculty of Natural Sciences and Medicine
Doctoral Level

Ecology

Procedures for Admission to the Doctoral Program in Ecology and the Evaluation System

The admission process to the doctoral program of the Faculty of Natural Sciences and Medicine
of Ilia State University includes the following steps:

(1) Reception of documents;

(2) Confirmation of English language proficiency;

(3) Review and evaluation of the research application by the Sectoral Commission;

(4) Oral examination by the fiel.

Information about admission will be posted on the website of Ilia State University

www.iliauni.edu.ge.

Information about the research interests of potential scientific supervisors of doctoral students

can be found at https:/faculty.iliauni.edu.ge/sabunebismetghvelo-metsnierebebisa-da-

meditsinis-phakulteti/

9. Reception of documents
Those wishing to continue their studies at the doctoral level should send the documents listed

below to the email address application se@iliauni.edu.ge.

A candidate wishing to study at the doctoral level must submit the following documents:

a) a completed application form;

b) a document confirming identity;

c) a copy of a document confirming a master's degree or an equivalent academic degree” (the
correspondence of a five-year higher education diploma or a diploma confirming education
obtained abroad must be confirmed by the National Center for Educational Quality

Enhancement);

" Master's degree or equivalent in the following fields: Biological and related sciences; Environment; Earth
sciences; Natural sciences (interdisciplinary); Agriculture, forestry, fisheries, veterinary medicine.
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d) CV;

e) Electronic version of the 3X4 photograph;

f) Research application completed by the candidate and signed by their potential supervisor
(Appendix Ne 1) and consent of the potential scientific supervisor (Appendix Ne 2) (application
and consent forms are published on the university website, immediately after each admission
to the program is announced);

g) In case of using the resources of a partner organization, the organization's consent form,
signed by its representative;

h) Documents confirming research skills: previous thesis*™/publication in the field of
biodiversity, agriculture or environmental protection and/or at least 2 years of work
experience (in scientific researchor volunteering) and/or participation in the scientific
research projects. The document confirming the 2 years of experience must describe the main
duties.

i) International document confirming at least B2 level proficiency of English™ (if any);

j) Document confirming military registration (only for males);

10.  Proof of English language proficiency at B2 level

The candidates who need to prove their English language proficiency will be required to take
an internal university exam/test in English. The minimum score for the test is 51 points. The
candidates who fail to pass this threshold will lose their right to continue participating in the
competition.

The candidates who present a valid international certificate/document confirming their
English language proficiency™* will be exempted from the English language exam. The
candidates who present a diploma confirming completion of an English-language bachelor's or
master's program abroad (a document issued by the National Center For Educational Quality
Enhancement on the recognition of education obtained abroad - must be submitted with the
diploma) are also exempted from the exam. Also, those who present a diploma confirming the
completion of an English-language bachelor's or master's program in Georgia (the recognition

of a diploma confirming education obtained abroad must be confirmed by the LEPL - National

" Valid certificates proving at least B2 level proficiency in English language: (TOEFL (P/B minimum 513 score;
I/BT minimum 75 score); IELTS (minimum 5); minimum FCE; minimum BEC Vantage; PTE (minimum General
level 3); PTE Academic (minimum 59p); minimum Michigan ECCE) or a relevant valid certificate issued by the
National Assessment and Examinations Center, which confirms the candidate's at least B2 level proficiency in
English language specified by the program or a diploma confirming the completion of an English-language
bachelor's or master's program (the recognition of a diploma confirming education obtained abroad must be
confirmed by the LEPL - National Center For Educational Quality Enhancement).
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Center For Educational Quality Enhancement).

11.  Review and evaluation of the research application by the Sectoral Commission

When applying to the doctoral program, candidates must submit a doctoral research
application (Appendix Ne 1) along with the documents submitted during registration, which
will be sent to the Sectoral Commission for review and evaluation. The research application
will be evaluated according to the rules specified in Appendix Ne 3.

The doctoral research application submitted by a doctoral program candidate is evaluated
according to the following criteria:

J Research topic/problem — to what extent the research topic/problem is clearly defined;
to what extent its relevance and feasibility is correctly, consistently and sufficiently
substantiated;

J Literature review — to what extent the review correctly reflects existing knowledge
about the research topic/problem, to what extent the review is consistent, to what extent the
sources are correctly selected, to what extenr the review sufficiently reflects the need for
creating new knowledge;

J Research objective — to what extent the research objective is based on the literature
review, to what extent the research objective is correctly and clearly formulated;

J Research question(s) and/or hypothesis — to what extent the research question(s) and/or
hypothesis correspond to the research objective, to what extent they are well and clearly
formulated;

J Methodology — to what extent the methodology is selected correctly, to what extent
the methodology is fully and clearly described, to what extent the project is technically
feasible;

J Language and style of the application — to what extent the argumentation and reasoning

are coherent, to what extent the standards of academic language and style are followed.

Each criterion of the doctoral research application is evaluated according to a five-point rating
scale. The points on the rating scale are arranged from the highest point (5 points - very good)
to the lowest point (0 points - unacceptable). The total rating score of the doctoral research
application will be calculated by the arithmetic average of the rating scores obtained in each
criterion. The maximum total rating score of the doctoral research application is 5, and the
minimum threshold is 3.

The minimum acceptable threshold for evaluating an application is 3 points. Applicants whose

application is evaluated with a score lower than 3 will be excluded from the competition.
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12.  Oral Examination with the Sectoral Commission

At the final stage of admission to the doctoral program, the Sectoral Commission will hold an
oral examination for the doctoral candidates. The oral examination of a doctoral candidate is
evaluated according to 4 main components — field knowledge around the research topic,
presentation, research experience, and awareness of their own capabilities and research
limitations.

J During the oral examination, the candidate must present a ten-minute PP-presentation
on their submitted doctoral research application. The presentation will be evaluated on its
coherence and clarity of focus.

J After the presentation of the doctoral research application, a discussion will be held.
The discussion will cover the research topic/problem, literature review, research objective,
research question(s), scientific hypothesis, methodology, expected research results and their
impact, and awareness of one’s own capabilities and research limitations. The discussion will
assess the candidate’s ability to answer questions from the Sectoral Commission members
competently, in a reasoned and coherent manner.

J During the oral examination, the applicant’s research experience will be assessed based

on their achievements in previous research.

The oral exam will be evaluated according to the rules specified in Appendix Ne 4. The
minimum acceptable threshold for the oral exam is 3 points. Applicants who are evaluated

with a score lower than 3 will be excluded from the competition.

The overall rating score of a doctoral candidate for admission to the program is determined by

the sum of the rating scores obtained in the research application and oral exam components.
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